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were  accordingly brought  under  control   by  being
made officials of the State.    A coup d'etat in May,
1864, rid him of the National Assembly, and called
a Senate into existence on the basis of universal suf-
frage.    But Couza's popularity with the masses was
undermined by the tobacco monopoly which he in-
troduced, for  in Roumania every one smokes,    lie
became  more  and more   autocratic, and attempted
to govern without a Budget    His avarice was   no-
torious ; his morals, or the want of them, were the
common talk of Bucharest.    People forgot his public
services and remembered only his private vices.    He
had  founded a University at Jassy, introduced the
telegraph into the  country, improved   the  coinage,
embellished and increased the towns, and gave any
person a plot of ground in the suburbs of the capital
free of cost, on condition that he would promise in
writing to erect a suitable dwelling-house on it within
three years' time.    But the boyards had long been
discontented with their old colleague and now that
the masses were against him, they had no difficulty
in compassing his fall.    The story of his forced abdi-
cation is doubly interesting, because  it formed the
precedent  which   was  afterwards   followed   by the
Bulgarians   who   deposed   Prince   Alexander.    On
February 23, 1866, a body of forty conspirators, under
the command of General Golescou, entered the palace,
forced open the door of the Prince's bedroom, and
discovered him there with one of his mistresses half
undressed.   Couza, cowed at the sight of their loaded
revolvers, asked feebly what they wanted.    They re-
plied that they wanted his abdication.    Pen and ink